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How-to Strategies for Positive Political Discourse & Debate

9 Strategies for Recognizing Fake News Stories 
HANDOUT

The advent of “fake news” has become a big problem. In fall 2016, three months 
before the elections, 20 of the top-performing fake news stories on Facebook 
outperformed 20 top-performing factual stories from 19 major media outlets when it 
came to engagement, reported a BuzzFeed study.

It’s so easy for someone to read a story via social media 
and then post it as fact, and it happens all the time. Hoaxes and 
misinformation spread like wildfire. Yet, we can’t just rely on 
websites and social media outlets to stop this practice. We need to 
learn how to better spot fake news.

The Huffington Post shared 9 ways to do just that so we can 
stop the spread of fake news that takes on particular significance 
amid the election cycle…

1. Read Past the Headline. Sometimes it’s designed just for those readers who skim 
and the story doesn’t have much to do with the headline.

2. Check What News Outlet Published It. Check the URL of webpages that look 
suspect to make sure they’re not impersonating trusted sources. And watch out for 
unfamiliar sites that have many ads and all-caps headlines.

3. Check the Publish Date and Time. An old article may resurface under the guise 
of being recent news. So, check carefully to determine 
when an event truly happened.

4. Who Is the Author? Go through their previous articles 
to see if they’re legit or have a history of hoaxes.

5. Look at the Links and Sources That Are Used. It’s 
a warning sign if a post lacks links or sources. So, 
check that claims made in the story come from reliable 
sources.

6. Look Out for Questionable Quotes and Photos. If a quote makes you think 
twice due to shock value, see if it has been reported anywhere else. And try a 
reverse image search to see if a photo has been altered.

7. Beware Confirmation Bias. Check that news stories are based in fact because 
many fake ones prey on readers’ biases and emotions, reinforcing the way they 
view the world and feel about certain issues.

8. Search If Other News Outlets Are Reporting It. This is a key clue: if no other 
reliable news outlets are reporting a story, it’s quite likely false.

9. Think Before You Share. Do your due diligence before just sharing a story 
because fake news pieces are designed to spread and can do people harm.

Sources: BuzzFeedNews.com, 11/16/16; Huffington Post, 11/27/16

For a Life Kit article 
or podcast about How to 
Spot Fake News, go to 
National Public Radio at: 
https://n.pr/2U5tq2T. 

To fact-check any 
news, tap into the free 
interactive Newstrition 
tool that provides 
nutritional labels for 
online news articles. 
Find out more here: 
https://bit.ly/3bkAfDP.


