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How-to Strategies for Positive Political Discourse & Debate

How to Make Your Voice Be Heard HANDOUT

There are some actions you can take to help your voice be heard amidst the hubbub. 
Consider a message that is very important to you by examining the following steps…

#1: Determine What Your Message Is. 
Understanding what you are trying to say and to achieve is essential to achieving it. 
• Do you want people to act? 
• Do you want to raise awareness of an issue? 

#2: Make Your Message Clear. 
Come up with a 30-second version that you can quickly share. 
• Is your true message clear to others? (test it on some friends) 
• Will others understand what you’re trying to convey? 

#3: Share the Benefits with Others. 
To get others on board, make sure they know how something will benefit them. 
• Can they understand why the issue is relevant to them? 
• Do the benefits outweigh their nervousness about getting involved? 

#4: Figure How You’ll Get the Word Out. 
Message distribution channels are important to think about beforehand. 
• Is the information for anyone who will listen or for a targeted audience? 
• What are some of the best ways to reach that audience? 

#5: Consider Potential Collaborators. 
Nothing says you must spread a message on your own. 
• Who might your allies be? 
• How can you work together? 
Once you get these pieces prepared, you’ll be ready to get your message out there and 

have your voice be heard! 

Source: Adapted from Information Developed by Eric Butler, J.D., for PaperClip Communications’ “A Pocket Guide to 
Free Speech and Peaceful Assembly” Brochure


