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Results
Item 

N
Item SD

Overall 
Mean

Student 
Mean

Staff 
Mean

Faculty 
Mean

(n=227) (n=116) (n=64) (n=47)
I feel I am free to examine and test all knowledge 
appropriate to my discipline or area of major 
study.

221 1.13 5.13 4.92 5.24 5.64

I feel I am free to engage in independent thought 
in the pursuit and dissemination of knowledge. 227 1.13 5.16 4.97 5.31 5.50

I feel I am free to share my scholarship and 
reasoned conclusions with others. 216 1.05 5.23 5.06 5.29 5.62

I feel university constituencies are intellectually 
free to examine thought, reason, and perspectives 
of truth.

224 1.06 5.14 5.03 5.22 5.30

I am willing to allow others the intellectual 
freedom to examine thought, reason, and 
perspectives of truth, even when those 
perspectives do not agree with mine.

227 0.80 5.61 5.53 5.62 5.83

Pop. Sample Rate
Faculty 122 47 39%
Staff 121 64 53%
Students 932 116 12%

1175 227 19%

NWCCU Eligibility Requirement 15:

The Academic Freedom Survey was administered to UWS Faculty, Staff, and Students in February of 2017 to 
assess perceptions of academic freedom, as defined in NWCCU Standards and Eligibility Requirements. 
Presentations were giving on two occassions to members of the faculty, and emails were sent on three 
occassions, to inform all constituents about the survey and invite their participation. Participants were asked to 
respond with their level of agreement on a six-point Likert scale to the statements presented in the table below. 
The response rate for this survey among employees (faculty and staff) was higher than that of the annual 
employee survey. A comparison cannot be made with student participation because there has not heretofore been 
a survey administered to the entire student population.

The institution maintains an atmosphere in which intellectual freedom and independence exist. Faculty and 
students are free to examine and test all knowledge appropriate to their discipline or area of major study as 
judged by the academic/educational community in general.

NWCCU Standard 2.A.28:

Within the context of its mission, core themes, and values, the institution defines and actively promotes an 
environment that supports independent thought in the pursuit and dissemination of knowledge. It affirms the 
freedom of faculty, staff, administrators, and students to share their scholarship and reasoned conclusions with 
others. While the institution and individuals within the institution may hold to a particular personal, social, or 
religious philosophy, its constituencies are intellectually free to examine thought, reason, and perspectives of 
truth. Moreover, they allow others the freedom to do the same.

Participation Results


