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This policy applies to the use of social media by members of the University of Western States community.

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of this policy, "social media" refers to, but is not limited to, blogs (web-based journals),
collaborative websites (e.g., Wikipedia, etc.), message boards, social networking sites (e.g., Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter/X, TikTok, Threads, Bluesky), podcasts (multimedia distributed over the internet),
video sharing (e.g., YouTube), and photo sharing (e.g., Flickr, Google Photos).

I. UWS Brand
When viewing a social media profile utilizing the branding elements of UWS, viewers may assume and
interpret that the profile is speaking on behalf of UWS.

Il. UWS Social Media Standards
Individuals who create, contribute to, and/or administer a social media profile or site must abide by the
following standards.

1. Follow Copyright Laws: Users must adhere to applicable copyright laws as outlined in Policy
1024 Copyright Violation.

2. Maintain Academic Integrity: Users must comply with Policy 1230 Academic Integrity.

3. Respect Work and Study Commitments: Social media use must be in accordance with Policy
3601 Acceptable Use of IT Systems and Policy 9001 Student Conduct.

4. Disrespectful or Obscene Language Prohibited: Users are prohibited from using ethnic slurs,
libel, slander, personal insults, obscenities, or engaging in any unacceptable or unprofessional
conduct as referenced in Policy 1004 Nondiscrimination and Anti-harassment ,Policy 9001
Student Conduct, or as determined by the university.

5. Knowing Use of False Information Prohibited: Intentionally posting inaccurate, misleading or
false information is prohibited.

6. Obtain Consent from Subjects of Audio and Visual Recordings: Posting audio or visual
recordings without the consent of the individuals who appear in the recordings is prohibited.
Refer to Policy 2502 Audio and Visual Recording of University Campus or Events for more
information.

7. Maintain Confidentiality: Posts must be in compliance with applicable privacy laws and
regulations (e.g., HIPAA and FERPA) and with Policy 1232 Student Record Privacy (FERPA).

8. Selling and Marketing Prohibited: Selling, promoting, or marketing any products, services or
goods is prohibited, except as permitted by Policy 3001 Selling on Campus and Policy 7001

Sponsorship.

9. University approved student groups: To protect the integrity and reputation of the university,
social media accounts created by university-recognized student groups may not use the UWS
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mark, logo, and/or brand elements, except as permitted by Policy 2501 Co-Branding and Co-
Marketing.

10. Media Interaction: Social media may generate interest from the press (print, television, radio,
online). If students or employees are contacted in any way by a member of the media about a
UWS or System-related posting, they are required to immediately contact the senior director of
marketing communications and public relations (kmeier@tcsedsystem.edu) before responding
or engaging in any way.

11. Posting on Personal Sites: Students and employees are encouraged to share UWS and
System news and events that are a matter of public record with their family and friends. UWS
strongly advises linking straight to the information source as the most effective way to pass
along news on personal sites and to avoid potential issues with copyright infringement. Students
and employees:

e may not use UWS or System logos on any personal sites unless doing so in a direct
repost

e may not use UWS or System logos or name to promote or endorse any product, cause
or political party or candidate; and

e must make it clear that they are speaking for themself and not on behalf of the UWS or
the System. A disclaimer, such as, "The views expressed on this [blog; website] are my
own and do not reflect the views of my employer," may be appropriate.

Related Documents, Policies and Laws:
Policy 1004 Nondiscrimination and Anti-harassment
Policy 1232 Student Record Privacy (FERPA)
Policy 2501 Co-Branding and Co-Marketing
Policy 2502 Audio and Visual Recording of University Campus or Events
Policy 3001 Selling on Campus
Policy 3601 Acceptable Use of Information Systems
Policy 7001 Sponsorship
Policy 9001 Student Conduct
Policy 9012 Recognition of Student Groups
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)
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