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University of Western States recognizes the benefits and contributions of student organizations, which
provide educational, governance, service, professional, and social opportunities that enhance the
quality of student life and the university community. The activities and functions of student
organizations are considered university activities, and as such, the office of student engagement
approves all student groups.

Recognition of UWS Student Organization

UWS approves the formation of student organizations with goals and objectives consistent with the
university’s mission, goals, values, and curricula. Each student organization must have an appropriately
identifiable group name, a clearly stated mission or purpose, designated student leaders, and an active
employee advisor.

To be considered for recognition, the proposed student organization submits the Student Organization
Update or Application Form, available within the Student Gateway. Updates to student leadership,
employee advisors, and/or the mission/purpose of an existing student organization may be made using
the same form. UWS reserves the right to refuse or revoke approval/recognition of any student
organization.

To be recognized and to remain a recognized student organization, each organization must:

o Set forth a mission/purpose that is consistent with the UWS mission, vision, and core values
and is not presently met by another student organization.

e Select a name that is not reflective of proprietary or named techniques, systems, protocols, or
trademarked entities, unless UWS has obtained formal permission to do so, and that follows the
guidelines set forth in this policy related to the use of the UWS logo, name, and brand elements.

e Comply with all university policies, including Policy 1004 Nondiscrimination and Anti-harassment
and Policy 9001 Student Conduct.

e Permit membership of any enrolled UWS student.

¢ Maintain active status by holding at least one meeting or event per term that is open and
publicized to all UWS students.

e Submit updates to the organization’s name, mission/purpose, student leadership, and/or
employee advisor using the Student Organization Update or Application Form, as needed.

Employee Advisor

Each student organization is required to have one or more employee advisors that support the group’s
activities and serve as a liaison with the office of student engagement and events. An employee advisor
to a student organization must:

Be a full-time UWS employee.

Have permission from their supervisor to participate as an advisor to a student organization.

Be present at all group meetings, events and activities.

Provide guidance and support in planning events and activities in accordance with UWS
procedures.
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https://tcsedsystem.sharepoint.com/sites/uws-student-engagement/SitePages/student-organization-update-or-application.aspx
https://tcsedsystem.sharepoint.com/sites/uws-student-engagement/SitePages/student-organization-update-or-application.aspx
https://ftp.uws.edu/udocs/Public/Policies_Public_Access/Institutional_Policies_1000s/Policy1004_Nondiscrimination_and_Anti-Harassment.pdf
https://ftp.uws.edu/udocs/Public/Policies_Public_Access/Student_Policies_9000s/Policy9001_Student_Conduct.pdf
https://tcsedsystem.sharepoint.com/sites/uws-student-engagement/SitePages/student-organization-update-or-application.aspx
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Be appropriately licensed and trained to support student organization activities, if the focus of the
student group is to prepare students as practitioners of a licensed profession, including the use of
particular diagnostic and/or therapeutic techniques.

Maintaining Active Status

Approved student organizations that meet the criteria listed in this policy are considered on active
status. Student organization leaders must notify the office of student engagement and events if the
group becomes inactive due to a lack of student interest or student leadership. In such cases, the group
is placed on inactive status. The group may be considered active at a later date with the submission
and approval of a new Student Organization Update or Application Form.

Use of University Resources and Student Event Requests

Recognized student organizations are eligible to use UWS resources, including meeting space, media
services, and notices within university publications. To request the use of a meeting room or other
university resources, student organizations must submit a Student Event Request Form at least three
weeks before the planned meeting or event. The university reserves the right to refuse scheduling use
of a room for any meeting, speaker, or student event.

For more information about scheduling student organization meetings or events, please refer to the
Student Engagement site within the Student Gateway and/or contact studentengagement@uws.edu.

Student Organization Travel
Students travelling for activities or events organized by a university-recognized student group are
required to comply with Policy 9003 University Recognized Student Group Travel.

Guest Speakers
Student organizations may invite guest speakers to address group meetings. A student organization
that would like to sponsor a guest speaker must seek approval in accordance with Policy 1011 Guest

Speakers.

Student Group Funding and Fundraising

A student organization may not maintain independent bank accounts or use the name of the university
within a bank account. Once a student organization has been registered and approved by the
university, the group may request funding from the Associated Student Body (ASB) through the Student
Event Request Form. Student organization fundraising activities require prior approval from the offices
of advancement and student events and engagement. See also Policy 3001Selling on Campus.

Student Organization Names, Logos, and Promotional Materials

Student organizations may develop their own logos and promotional items if they comply with the
university's brand and identity standards, as outlined in the brand identity guidelines. All promotional
items and logos must be reviewed and approved by the director of student engagement and events in
consultation with The Community Solution Education System marketing team and adhere to the
following guidelines:
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o Approved student organizations that are part of national organizations may use their parent
organization's logo, ensuring these logos adhere to the identity standards set by the national
body.

o The UWS logos, seals, or other official symbols may not be incorporated into the student
organization's logo. Student organizations may use UWS’ protected marks on promotional items
only if they are not collocated or presented next to each other (for example, a club logo could be
on the back and the University of Western States logo could be on the sleeve or front of a polo
shirt). See Policy 2501 Co-Marketing and Co-Branding.

¢ The university's name may be included in the organization’s logo only if it precedes the
organization’s name. For example, Basketball Club at University of Western States is permitted,
but UWS Basketball Club is prohibited.

e Student organization logos must be original and not infringe on copyrighted logos or artwork
from other brands and organizations.

e Student organization logos must meet general professionalism standards.

Support
If a student organization’s student leader(s) or advisor(s) need support or have questions, they should
contact the office of student engagement and events at studentengagement@uws.edu.

Related Policies: Policy 1004 Nondiscrimination and Anti-harassment
Policy 1011 Guest Speakers
Policy 1239 Continuous Enroliment, Withdrawal, Dismissal and Expulsion
Policy 2503 Social Media (S)
Policy 2501 Co-Marketing and Co-Branding
Policy 3001 Selling on Campus
Policy 3601 Acceptable Use of Information and Communication Systems
Policy 9001 Student Conduct
Policy 9003 University Recognized Student Group Travel
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